
VENUE: The Dog inn, Belthorn DATE: 1st October 2007 
 
SUBJECT: Belthorn Village Committee  TIME:  8pm 
 
PRESENT: Jason Slack – Chair  APOLOGIES:  Donna Brooks 
 Brian Duffy – Deputy Chair                      Debbie Riley  
 Collette Wilson – Secretary                          
 Florence Hughes - Treasurer                         
 Jacky Holden 
 Kath Holden 
 Craig Gibson 
 Clive Carroll 
 Chris Nuttall 
  
GUESTS: PCSO Gareth Woods 
 Diane Fallon 
 Liz Creasey 
  
 
AGENDA: 1.0 Police Guests 
 2.0 Minutes of Last Meeting 
 3.0 Matters Arising 
 4.0 Correspondence Received 
 5.0 Financial Report 
 6.0 Forthcoming Events 

 Firework Display 
 Christmas Parties 
 Carols 

 7.0 Any Other Business 
 8.0 Date and Time of next meeting 
 9.0 Agenda for next meeting 
   
                                                           
ITEM  ACTION 

 
1.0 

 
1.1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Police Guests 
 
PCSO Gareth Woods reported been quiet again. There had been ½ 
dozen calls re the abandoned vehicle at the bottom of the village and 
the previous night there was a possibility that someone tried to break 
into the IT room at Belthorn school – a further update will be given 
next time. 
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PCSO Woods also said there had been a speed watch recently. A hand 
held gun caught 2 speeders – both non-residents – could not be fined  
as not traffic officers. He felt that drivers could have been warned of 
the watch by others flashing their headlights – it was quite a high 
profile operation – will be doing more of them. PC Steve Jeffrey is 
still going to contact the highways re access only. 
 
Jason mentioned that at around 8pm people come flying passed the 
Pack Horse at around 60/70mph. Others stated that at various time in 
the evening there is a lot of dangerous speeding traffic. PCSO Woods 
said would definitely get in touch with traffic officers to see what can 
be done. Will need a van rather than a speed gun. 
 
PCSO said there had been a couple of anonymous calls re underage 
drinking – the 2 girls previously reported had not been found – The 
local youths have always been friendly and approachable. 
 
PCSO Woods reported that there is an abandoned vehicle near to the 
park and 1 smashed up car. The vehicle with a cover on was asked to 
be looked at – this one has to be moved as no tax or insurance – being 
dealt with by police. The damaged vehicle is waiting for an insurance 
pay out and will therefore be left alone 
 
Kath mentioned dumpling of tyres. Chris also said he was really 
annoyed – some tyres arrived Friday night blocking the drain. PCSO 
Woods asked if anyone had any idea who it could be – the response 
was no. Craig also mentioned further tyres had been dumped on the 
Grane Road. 
 
Diane mentioned that regarding stopping wagons coming through the 
village – still not being done as she has seen them. Jason re-iterated 
that he asked for people to report any large vehicles to the 
committee so that it can be reported back to Syke Mill. Diane was 
insistent that this must be stopped due to cottages having no 
foundations. Jason said it must be reported and Diane was quite 
prepared to knock on all doors along Belthorn Road to get a petition 
going. 
 
 
Minutes of Last Meeting 
Jason pointed out that on 6.2 wording needs to be changed in the last 
paragraph to read; He also suggested rather that he also said that 
Syke Mill may sponsor this event. 
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Matters Arising 
Letter not been sent to Marianne yet. 
 
Correspondence Received 
Jason received an invoice from the Pack Horse for £130 for hire of 
equipment and £136.85 for alcohol. Therefore cheque needed for 
Pack Horse for £267.85. The Pack Horse also donated a barrel of 
Castlemaine XXXX 
 
Kath has received a letter from Council of Voluntary Services - not 
relevant. 
 
Financial Report 
No report as yet as been waiting from invoices from Pack Horse 
 
Clive has received cheque for tent and fireworks 
  
The report for the Charity Commission has to be done within 10 
months of April AGM 
 
Forthcoming Events 

 Firework Display 
It was suggested that the Firework Display to be held at Belthorn 
School – Jason has been to a governors meeting and raised the 
question. In principal they had no objection but must go before 
full governors meeting which is to be held in the next week or so. 
The only downside mentioned was litter – we will assure them it 
will be sorted. If held at the school entrance/exit could be better 
monitored. Jason will liaise with Clive when more details are 
known. Clive said will hopefully be doing something very different 
this year! 

 
Florence mentioned if we were going to provide food – it was 
stated that if we do, there would be a major concern regarding 
litter – we would have to ensure all is cleared up. Diane suggested 
it would be better if we could serve food from the car park which 
all agreed to be a good idea. Potato pie and bonfire toffee was 
suggested. 
 
Jason proposed that we did no food and just fireworks to simply 
aim to just raise money. Brian seconded it – there were no 
objections – all agreed to be no food. 
 
Diane asked if any help would be needed to tidy up the day after – 
Clive agreed and said could need grass rakes. 
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Jason to discuss further with Clive re Halogen Lamps for footpath 
lighting.  
 

 Christmas Parties 
The date and time needs to be confirmed for the over 60’s party. 
Initially Sunday 16th 2-5 was suggested subject to Jim’s approval 
but then realised there would be a church service that day so time 
would be better if at 3.30 – 6pm. It was left in abeyance to discuss 
further with Jim. 
 
The children’s Christmas Party has previously been on the 1st 
Monday in December so has been booked for the 3rd for up to 11 
year olds. Tickets are to be £7 and limited to 65 to be sold on a 
first come, 1st served basis. The closing date will be Friday 16th 
November. All children to be accompanied by a responsible adult. 
 
Kath to book Punch and Judy. 
 
Jason to approach Father Christmas to see if he can make an 
appearance. 
 

 Christmas Carols 
Belthorn will automatically get a tree – position to be confirmed. 
Carols singing date provisionally 23rd December. 
 

Any other business 
 
Kath said a letter must be sent to Marianne thanking her for all her 
hard work with possibly also sending some flowers. All agreed on this. 
Kath will arrange. 
 
Florence has spoken to the Bee radio station to advertise Party in the 
Park next year – the cost would be £250 which would include 10 free 
adverts. 
 
Liz suggested that sunflower seeds were given out to everyone in the 
village via the Link for a sunflower competition next year leading up t 
Party in the Park – all agreed this was a good idea. 
 
Craig went to Hyndburn Council regarding a cabin at the top of the 
rec. They said if he put the request in writing it would be considered. 
Jason suggested that it wouldn’t be particularly aesthetic and needs 
to be given more thought. 
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Jason will put the date of the next church service in the Link and also 
state all services to be 3rd Sunday of the month. He will also mention 
the Harvest Festival with Holy Communion. 
 
It was suggested that a £15 donation is sought to produce the Link 
newsletter – a lady from Rydal Mount commented how good the Link 
was too.  
 
Date of the next meeting 
The date of the next meeting is to be Monday 12th November at 8pm 
in the Dog Inn 
 
Agenda for next meeting 
1.0 Police Guests 
2.0 Minutes of last meeting 
3.0 Matters Arising 
4.0 Correspondence Received 
5.0 Financial Report 
6.0 Forthcoming Events 

 Bonfire Night 
 Christmas Parties 
 Christmas Carols 
 Party in the Park 

7.0 Any other business 
8.0 Date and time of next meeting 
9.0 Agenda for next meeting 
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